
PARTIES AND CAMPAIGNS IN 
THE STATES



POLITICAL PARTIES

• What is a Political Party?

• Why are Parties Necessary?

• Who created Parties?

• What Problems do Parties Solve?

• Two models of party behavior
• Responsible-Party or Party-Centered Model

• Candidate-Centered Model



WHY PARTIES?

• Founders’ fears

• What is their purpose?



WHO CREATED PARTIES?

• Two key actors

• Office seekers

• Benefit seekers



WHAT PROBLEMS DO PARTIES SOLVE?

• Three main problems:

1. Ambition

2. Decision making

3. Collective action



WHY ONLY TWO PARTIES?

• Winner-Take-All system

• Duverger’s Law

• Barriers to third party success
• Securing a place on the ballot

• Name recognition

• Media coverage

• Financing 



RESPONSIBLE-PARTY MODEL

•Parties do several important things:
• Develop/clarify alternative policy positions for voters

• Educate voters

• Recruit candidates

• Hold their elected officials responsible for enacting the 
parties’ policy positions after they were elected

• Organize legislatures to ensure party control of 
policymaking

• Problems with the model



THE RISE OF THE CANDIDATE-CENTERED 
MODEL OF ELECTIONS

• Shift in focus from party to candidates
• Why?

• Impact on the Political System
• Rise of single-issue interest groups, PACs, and 527 groups



HISTORY OF PARTIES

• 19th Century – era of strong parties
• Machines

• Patronage

• Progressive movement – weakened parties
• Civil service

• Pendleton Act 1883

• Hatch Act 1939

• Australian ballot
• Direct primaries

• Legacy of progressive movement?
• Decrease in voter turnout
• Decline in machine politics
• Candidates become focal point



ARE PARTIES STILL RELEVANT?

• Parties are still important for several 

reasons:

• Organize elections and narrow the choices of 

political office seekers confronting the voters.

• Play an important role in voter choice.

• Shape the party’s image with the voters.

• Organize state legislatures.



PARTIES AND PRIMARIES

• Filing
• Virginia’s Ballot Access Rules

• Endorsements

• Closed and Open Primaries

• Runoff Primaries
• 11 states

• Conventions





DIVIDED GOVERNMENT

• Does it make a difference when one party controls 

the governorship and the other controls the 

legislature?

• Gridlock – tends to occur when there is divided 

government and legislation is controversial

• Party competition – greater when voters are 

polarized
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WHAT IS POLARIZATION?

Polarization suggests large 
numbers of people near the 
ideological poles.

A lack of polarization 
suggests that most voters 
are in the center.

L

L

C

C

Bimodal Distribution

Unimodal Distribution



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kAWdx_m6Dxz6ZM&tbnid=vkqJKzzwgzKJoM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chicagotribune.com%2Ffeatures%2Fbooks%2Fct-ct-prj-1104-polarization.eps-20121105%2C0%2C1846513.graphic&ei=8c5MUuqqA4iqyQGYrIHICQ&psig=AFQjCNEHimPokqXAcSs9RRK2MU-67JU0eA&ust=1380851825119746


PROFESSIONAL MEDIA CAMPAIGNS

• Public Relations Firms

• Polling

• Name Recognition

• Campaign Themes

• Grassroots Campaigning

• Media Campaigning

• Negative Ads

• Free Air Time

• Campaigning on the Web



STATE PARTY ORGANIZATIONS 
AND ACTIVISTS

• Activists as Ideologues

• Activists as Potential Candidates

• State Party Organizations

• State Laws Govern Parties

• State Committees

• State Party Chairpersons

• County Committees

• Local Party Organizations





MAJOR PARTY FORTUNES IN THE 
STATES

• Gubernatorial Races

• State Legislatures

• Party Defectors/Switchers



MONEY IN STATE POLITICS

• What Money Can Do

• Fundraising

• Campaign Spending in the States

• Third-Party Candidates Face Long Odds



STATE CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

• State Campaign Finance Laws

• Federal Campaign Finance Laws
• Federal Election Campaign Act of 1974

• Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act (BCRA) of 2002

• The U.S. Supreme Court and Campaign Finance

• Limits on contributions versus expenditures


